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Abstract 
More than 20 years has passed since the Republic of Kazakhstan acquired its independence. A lot of studies have been 
conducted in every field including Kazakh literature. All the works of literature that were banned during the period of Soviet 
Union now are being published and included into the history of Kazakh literature. The writers and poets, whose names were 
even prohibited to be pronounced, have now become a topic of research and a lot of thesis works are being written on them. 
These writers and poets, and even some terms and whole periods were taken away from the history of Kazakh literature. Now 
we obtained the right to rewrite the history of literature after having gained the independence. In this study we tried to classify 
the history of Kazakh literature according to the form based on the researches done so far about the classification of history of 
literature. Particularly we focused on still uninvestigated works in the history of Kazakh literature related to common pre-
Islamic Turkic history. 
© 2013The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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Introduction 
The history of Kazakh literature is the most important issue of the Kazakh literature because it has not been 
divided systematically into periods yet. 
The first reason of this fact is that the original sources of our ancient history are not in our native language. The 
second is the ideology existed during the Soviet Union which did not allow the intelligentsia to recognize the 
national perspectives as the knowledge of the past was against that policy. The third reason is the long-lasting 
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policy of oppression and colonization that was aimed at trying to change the minds of Kazakh people, making 
them feel reserved and mediocre. 
No common overview and system have not been settled on the classification the history of the Kazakh literature, 
and this makes this study original. Common literature of Turkic community dates back to Orkhon inscriptions. 
Even if there are those who advanced in researching history of literature, this period is not fully investigated. For 
example, the epic of Creation, the epic of Migration, and the epic of Descent didn’t still enter the history of the 
Kazakh literature. Thus, this article comprises the classification of Kazakh literature starting from its origin to the 
present days. 
1 The first steps in classifying the Kazakh Literature.  
The very first attempt to classify the history of Kazakh literature was made by R. Marsekov in 1915 in his 
article “State of Kazakh literature”. He classified Kazakh literature into the following periods: 
1. The period without any script in Kazakh. 
2. Beginning of script propagation among people, 
3. The period after Late Abay. (Marsekov 1915: 112) 
The importance of his work is that it emphasizes social life of people in the classification of history of Kazakh 
literature. Both, the period without script and Kazakh independent nation focus more on rhetoric aspects, ability 
to express the thoughts and feelings freely. The article discusses the period when the script was widely spread 
within the nation with the arrival of Islam, when it started to borrow new words and entertainment was banned by 
the  religion with restriction of the subject. In addition, the imprisonment of the language by religious books, the 
limitation of the language in books were also noticed. The author states that the language before Abay was 
limited and started to lose its literary features. Later it revived by the contribution of Abay, and thus gained its 
former value. 
The second major research relating to this topic is Ahmet Baytursunov’s work “Guide to literature”. Baytursunov 
was the first to classify the history of literature and also first to put the theory of literature on paper. According to 
him the Kazakh written literature was divided into two periods, and this fact was greatly affected by the religion: 
1 Religious terms. 
2 Linguistic terms (Baytursunov 1991: 435) 
Baytursunov claims that the Kazakh language period starts with Abay, and it doesn’t refer to pre-Islamic period. 
Both of these works are of a great importance because the history of literature was classified for the first time and 
thus influenced literature with the arrival of script and foreign cultures. Ahmet Baytursinov’s both religious and 
linguistic periods were not the periods of development of the national literature, but they were emphasized as the 
period that was affected by foreign languages. The religious period of literature was affected by Arabic and 
Persian literature, whereas the linguistic period was affected by the Russian literature. Ahmet Baytursunov’s 
work is considered to be the basis for researches in the history of literature. European literary genres didn’t fall 
completely in the Kazakh literature, but in the future the probability of its entering is high. 
2 Professional studies related to the classification of Kazakh literature. 
M. Auezov’s “History of literature”, which was written in 1927, is one of the advanced works in the history of 
literature. This book was seen in the list of the banned works and it was put to the back burner during the Soviet 
Union period. Only one-third of his works was published in 1985 and the other two-thirds were cropped. The 
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whole book was published only in 1991. In this book the author divides the Kazakh literature into the following 
groups: 
1. The post- Islam arrival period 
2. The pre-Islamic period 
Pre-Islamic period and oral literature are mentioned here. The author divides the work into two types: written and 
oral literature, and classifies them as following:  
1. Poems connected to traditions and customs  
2. Tales that include heroes 
3. Folk epics 
4. Historical poems 
5. Fairy tales 
6. Exchanges 
7. Hard times literature. (Avezov 1991:18) 
M. Auezov, who was against the idea of Script literature starting only after wide spread of script among people, 
stated  that “…we can say that script literature began when social life started as subject of literature. We think 
that our literature entered the new stage with the hard times, that’s why we can begin Kazakh script literature 
with the hard times.” (Auezov 1991:194).  Although this study brings different and deep views on Kazakh 
literature, unfortunately after the first edition of this valuable work, it was banned and only after 64 years in 1991 
it was possible to see it again. 
Halel Dosmuhamedov divides oral literature into classes in his work “Kazakh folk literature” (1928). The 
significance of folk literature arises from everyday life of people, spreading to all areas of people's life and 
its powerful effect is seen. He divides Kazakh literature into:  
1. Folk literature 
2. Written literature (Dosmuhametuli 1991:33) 
A. Margulan classifies Kazakh heroic sagas as follows: 
        1. Ancient epics; 
2. Oguz-Kipchak era epics; 
3. 13-14th century Chingis hostilities, epics about Choshu nation; 
4. Epics about Chongars; 
5. Epics about the events of the 19th century (Margulan 1985:285) 
      One of such researches on the history of Kazakh literature was done by K. Jumaliyev. He insists in his works 
on starting script literature from BuharJirau from the second half of the 18th century. He classifies the history of 
script literature as: 
1. The second half of the 18th century and the first half of the 19th century; 
2. The first half of the 19th century (Jumaliyev 1967:433) 
Accepting that the onset of the written literature is an oral literature that begins with BuharJırau", it must be at the 
beginning of script literature because he was a poet of transition from folklore period" he says. (Literary works 
and their investigations 1961:97).  
As for Buhar Jirau and Mahanbet did not leave any written works, wheras Abai and Ibiray left writeen 
works. Because the poets of that period spread their poems orally and this can be accepted as the beginning of 
script literature says M.Auezov, M. Joldibayev, A. Koniratbayev, K. Jumaliev. According to their points of view, 
not only  written classical works of literature, but also the most ordinary copies of such works do not require the 
proof of the fact.  
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In June 1957 the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan took the decision of "collecting 
the works of the ancient times, review them and research them in a Marxist terms". Some researchers began to 
change perspectives on the literary history and authors of literary history. Following this event, B. Kenjebayev 
made a deep investigation in classification of the Kazakh literature grounding on robust scientific bases. He 
followed the developments of the time. As a result, he offered and could stand for his idea of starting the history 
of the Kazakh literature from “Orhun Enisey” manuscripts and constructed a detailed structure on the history of 
Kazakh literature classification in periods: 
1. Ancient literature (the 5th -15th  centuries). 
2. Literature of the Kazakh Khanate (the 15th -19th centuries). 
3. New critical realistic literature of the 19th century. 
4. Literature at the beginning of the 20th century (1900-1920). 
5. Kazakh Soviet literature after the October Revolution (Kenjebayev 1969:28). 
B. Kenjebayev’s thought that: "Any nation as a nation. The nation after onset of written literature is not 
mandatory. It is not unusual that the scripts appeared before them"(Literary Works and Their Investigation 
1961:297) His idea that ancient Turkic literature is common for all Turkic nationa gave the opportunity for new 
researches in this field. 
 
3  Post –Soviet studies on the Classification of the Kazakh Literature history 
A number of important studies in the classification of history of literature in the field of literature has been 
done after the declining of the Soviet Union dominance in the Central Asia. Kazakh scholars have gained a great 
advantage of using works of researchers like: M.F. Koprulu, N.S. Banarli, Z.V.Togan, and others. Consequently, 
many works have been published about the history of the Kazakh literature. The most important of them is 
N.Kelimbetov’s work ‘Ancient Era Literature’, where he classified the ancient era literature into: 
1. 6th -9th century Old Turkic manuscripts; 
2. 13th -14th century literature of Altin Orda period (Kelimbetov 1991:11) 
However, the other scholar, A.Kiravbayeva has classified the ancient era literature as: 
1. Scripts and legends of B.C. (Saks, Huns, Usuns (B.C. 6th-4th c.). 
2. Literature of Turkic Khanate period (5th -8th c.). 
3. Literature of Oguz period (9th -10th c.). 
4. Literature of Islamic Period (10th -12th c.). 
5. Literature of Golden Horde period (13th -14th c.) (Kiravbaeva 1999: 6-16-26-68-105).  
The difference of these works is that they lean on the legends of Saks, Huns and Uysun’s. But these periods 
are not well studied yet. 
In 2008 the Institute of Literature and Art named after M. Auezov prepared a 10 volumes book on the 
Kazakh literature, where every volume has its own topics: The 1st volume describes the Kazakh folklore (Kazakh 
oral literature), which comprises also studies, researches about customs, old folklore, Turkic inscriptions, the 
Kazakh folklore of the Kazakh khanate period, folklore of the 18th -19th centuries, folklore of the 20th century 
(History of Kazakh literature, 2008 a); the 2nd volume describes Old era literature referring to Gokturks period 
(History of Kazakh literature 2008b); the 3rd volume is about the Golden Horde and the Kazakh khanate period 
(History of Kazakh literature 2008c); the 4th volume- is about the first half of the 19th century; the 5th volume- 
Second half of the 19th century; the 6th volume- Beginning of the 20th century; the 7th volume- Soviet Union 
period of 1917-1940; the 8th volume- Soviet Union period of 1941-1956; the 9th volume- Soviet Union period of 
1956-1990; the 10th volume- the period after gaining independence (1991-2001). 
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Outcomes and Results 
As a result of this study, we can say that the history of the Kazakh literature according to researches can be 
divided into the following stages: 
1.The works of P.Marsekov, A. Baytursunov. M. Auezov dated to 1915-1926 belong to the first studies in 
the classification of literature. The first literary works are aimed at separating the periods and conditions, 
different approaches were offered that came from the perspective of national inscriptions. However, systematic 
division of the history of the Kazakh literature into periods was not completed. 
2. Poets and writers were separated into two groups as feudal and nationalist in 1923-1940s. In this period 
political impacts are seen in historical literature researches.  
3. In 1940-1950 one-way flow of thoughts were left, and the research method of comparing writers and poets 
was widespread. Even after 1950 new thoughts were widespread as well and they were not able to stand on their 
own. In 1960s the researches did not include the historical literature before the 18th century.  
4. In 1960-1989 researchers started to mention Orkhon manuscripts of Gokturks, even when they couldn’t 
interpret them, they started to include them in the university textbooks. 
5. N.Kelimbetov’s work done after the collapse of the Soviet Union and 10 volume History of Kazakh 
Literature published by the Institute of Literature. These two works are more independent and pure academic 
ones. 
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